The ethics of placebo prescribing.
The prescribing of placebos brings into focus the practice of being truthful to patients. The term "placebo" has a generally pejorative connotation in medicine, although the Latin is "I shall please." More recently, the definition of "placebo" has expanded to include "medication without proven pharmacological activity." Yet it is known that the use of placebos often leads to substantial improvement. The effectiveness of placebos is a challenging and troubling issue for physicians.